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Cream of the News 


Lower prices in 1974 caused a sharp drop in 
cash receipts from farm marketings of livestock. 

Milk production on Wisconsin farms in March 
was up 2 percent from a year ago and the National 
output also showed a gain. 

Wholesale prices of cheddar cheese increased 
from February to March but Swiss cheese and butter 
remained about the same. 

Wool production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
declined during 1974 and prices also were well be- 
low 1973. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in 
March are expected to average slightly higher than 
in February. 

Beef production in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during February was up 10 per- 
cent from the previous year but output of pork de- 
clined 8 percent. 

Farm product prices as of mid-March were up 
from a month earlier for most livestock, milk, eggs, 
and hay but down for calves, poultry, and crops. 

Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the 
end of March were 17 percent below a year ago. 

The number of cattle on feed in the 23 major 
feeding states on April 1 was 31 percent under a year 
earlier but Wisconsin feeders had 6 percent more 
cattle on feed. 

Prices for fed steers and utility cows at the St. 
Paul market increased from February to March but 
prices of barrows and gilts remained unchanged. 

Butter production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during February was well above last year but cheese 
production was down. 

Cold storage stocks of butter in the Nation at 
the end of March were 2 percent below the previous 
year but cheese stocks were up 1 percent. 
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STATE’S MILK PRODUCTION 
ABOVE MARCH LAST YEAR 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms in March totaled 
1,644 million pounds, up 2 percent from a year ago. Output 
per cow for March averaged 910 pounds, a gain of 10 pounds 
from March 1973. The number of milk cows on farms during 
March was 9,000 more than a year earlier. 

Wisconsin’s milk production increased seasonally 17 
percent from February to March compared with a gain of 
15 percent for that period last year. For the first quarter of 
1975, production of milk in Wisconsin was slightly above 
that period last year. Daily feeding of grain and other con- 
centrates to Wisconsin milk cows averaged 12.4 pounds as of 
April 1, down about 1 pound from that date in 1974. 

The Nation’s milk production in March was up almost 
a half percent from a year ago. Although milk cow numbers 
during March were below the previous year, production per 
cow was up 8 pounds. The milk-fed price ratio for March 
improved from February but was 7 percent under March 
1974. Feeding of grain and concentrates averaged 13.2 
pounds per cow on April 1 compared with 13.8 pounds a 
year earlier. 


Milk Production 








Change from 
last year 


March Jan.-March 





Jan.-March 


Selected States 1975 














Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin. ... 1,618 1,644 4,547 aw n. c. 
Minnesota ... 921 890 2,469 -3 —3 
lOWa cre Sete s 333 334 951 Nn. c. — i 
New York .. 854 883 2,472 ap 3 es} 
Pennsylvania . . 585 599 1,698 ap? +3 
California. . ... 884 892 2,518 +1 tae 
Other states .. 4,793 4,781 13,437 n. c. Roc 
United States . 9,988 10,023 28,092 n.c. n. c. 


MILK PRICE UP 
SLIGHTLY IN MARCH 


Wisconsin dairy farmers are expected to receive an 
average of $7.53 a hundredweight for all milk of average test 
sold in March. This would be 2 cents higher than in February 
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but well below the record price of $8.71 a hundredweight for 
March 1974. 

Milk prices during February averaged $7.51 a hundred- 
weight, up 1 cent from January but $1.17 below a year 
earlier. The average milkfat content for February was 3.80 
percent compared with 3.76 percent last year. 

Milk of market grade averaged $7.80 a hundredweight 
for February, down 2 cents from the previous month and 
$1.02 less than in February 1974. Manufacturing grade milk, 
at $7.09 a hundredweight in February, was 6 cents above 
January but $1.38 under a year ago. The price spread between 
market and manufacturing grade milk was 71 cents in Febru- 
ary compared with 35 cents in February last year. 


Milk Prices 1/ 





















































February March 
January 1975 price per cwt. 1975 
Selected States price 
Average Price 75/74 er 
test per cwt. be ts change Bis 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ..... 3.84 7.50 8.68 752 — 13 7.53 
Minnesota ..... 2 Meg 7.07 8.23 7.14 —13 Te13 
LOWS 3h ch pe ie 3.83 7.39 8.68 7.38 —15 7535 
Newey ork einai: 3.64 8.20 8.90 8.20 — 8 7.95 
Cahfornial . 500 3.86 9.00 7.70 8.90 + 16 8.60 
United States... 3.80 8.33 8.92 8.28 — 7 8.17 
Wisconsin 
utilization 
Market milk... . 3.86 7.82 8.82 7.80 — 12 XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3.80 7.03 8.47 7.09 — 16 XXX 
Creameries .... 3.74 6.96 8.42 7.01 —17 XXX 
Cheese factories . 3.81 7.03 8.47 7.08 — 16 Xxx 
Varied prod. plants 3.79 7.02 8.48 7.08 17 XXX 








1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 


Utilization January |February |Change from 












LOTS; 2) last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk tor alliuses:s) 2, cass bares) «ele 8.08 6.84 6.92 — 14 
Market. milk. 3 seic ay sheen ene ale 8.17 7.09 7.13: = 13 
Manufacturing milk.......... 7.97 6.48 6.60 —17 
GCreameries hoses sh ere elec ice th / 6.51 6.65 = Ne) 
American cheese plants ..... 7.96 6.45 6.58 ale) 
Varied products plants...... 7.96 6.48 6.63 —17 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 8.67 7.42 7.44 — 14 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 
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MARCH BUTTER PRODUCTION 
SUBSTANTIALLY ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Weekly estimates for March indicate that butter pro- 
duction in Wisconsin and the Nation will be substantially 
higher than a year ago. National output of butter in March 
could be a fourth larger than last year. This increase would be 
similar to that shown in the first two months of 1975. Wis- 
consin’s butter production during March will likely exceed 
the 24 percent increase for January and February. 

Based on weekly estimates, production of American 
cheese in the Nation during March may be a fifth lower than 
a year earlier. The Nation’s American cheese production for 
January and February was down 18 percent from those 
months in 1974. Output of American cheese in Wisconsin 
during March could decline slightly more than the 14 per- 
cent drop shown in January and February. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 














American Cheese 
United States 


Butter 
United States 

















Periods 









Change 
from 
last year | last year 


Change 
from 
last year | last year 


Production Production 


1975 


















1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 

February . . 90,371 cme Wl oe aby 122,118 — 20 — 16 
Jan.-Feb. .. 187,721 + 26 + 24 252,720) — 18 — 14 
Weeks 

ending: 

March 6. 21,570 +25 t32 32,000 — 20 — 18 

March 13 . 21,900 + 38 +45 31,520 —21 — 19 

March 20 . 22,000 2S + 56 32,450 —22 —19 

March 27 . 21,500 asi ly) Fold: 33,580 —119 — 16 

Aprils: z 22,620 +18 a2) 34,300 =18 — 15 
Totalecp.). 0: 109,590 + 24 XXX 163,850 — 20 XxX 








FEBRUARY BUTTER PRODUCTION 
WELL ABOVE YEAR EARLIER 


Butter production in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
February was well above a year ago. Wisconsin creameries 
churned nearly 19 million pounds of butter in February, an 
increase of 35 percent from last year. Minnesota’s butter 
output for February was up 11 percent from a year earlier. 
Iowa produced 82 percent more butter in February than a 
year ago while other states showed a gain of 37 percent. The 
National butter output for February was 31 percent higher 
than in February 1974. 

Production of all cheese in the Nation during February 
was 12 percent under the previous year. Output of American 
cheese was down 20 percent and Swiss cheese production 
was 14 percent less than in February last year. Brick and 
Muenster production for February remained about the same 
as a year ago but output of Italian cheese increased 5 percent 
and all other varieties were up 18 percent. 

American cheese production in Wisconsin during Febru- 
ary was 16 percent below a year earlier. Minnesota had a de- 
cline of 15 percent, Missouri was down 68 percent, and all 
other states produced 21 percent less American cheese than 
in February 1974. 

The Nation’s cottage cheese production in February 
showed little change from a year ago but output of ice cream 
was up 5 percent. 
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Current Dairy Products Estimates 











Jan. - Change from 
Ttembandiares February | February Feb. last year 
1975 Jan.-Feb. 





1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
Wisconsin -\ 5-405... sustwe, eee 13,950 18,800 38,300 + 35 + 24 
Minnesota vs. sicie ales 17,900 19,800 41,325 + 11 a0 
LO Wa Pele Recs eua nikon eae 2,280 4,150 8,600 + 82 = 069 
Other'states Feoecn = lanes 34,863 47,621 99,496 + 37 Peo 
United Stateso- 27s oe 68,993 90,371 187,721 + 31 + 26 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsitl + sce eee 63,750 53,500 110,100 — 16 — 14 
Minnesotawje eet orale 23,140 19,700 41,360 -—15 — 15 
Missouri cgeteic efi eee 8,000 2,550 5,150 — 68 — 64 
Other ‘states ®aee eo ce 58,662 46,368 96,110 — 21 — 17 
United 'Statesi=.. 04s. 153,552 122,118 252,720 — 20 —- 18 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swiss: cus. Gane are cae 13,262 11,457 24,407 — 14 — 10 
Brick and Muenster. . . 5,770 Sy702) 14,5319 TCs nc; 
Ttaliants oj.) wey cee ee 45,682 48,124 99,264 oS a 4 
AN other giecorny cncis ter we 13,904 16,416 32,455 + 18 + 3 
Totally soe nies 78,618 81,749 167,445 + 4 51 1 
ALL CHEESE 
United States <7 -a.es cere = 232,170 203,867 420,165 —12 = 11 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd: Lin pects rene, fee 55,673 $5,611 111,933 Nec. + 1 
Creamedi2/T os c0oc.5 68,882 68,945 140,722 n..c; + 1 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
WISCONSIN 72). die le sues 1,250 1,200 2,550.) — 4 ay 2) 
Mn Oise ae aires. sethantes 3,300 2,950 5,800 —11 = he) 
LO Wa Detwowaos. 3, Khame ten sh eke 550 720 1,400 + 31 TSS 
Michigan. <i cs. ster os os 2,877 3,155 5,835 cee Ae cy tlt 
Minnesota. s 6 0. ss 2,135 2,050 4,215 — 4 —- 4 
Otheristateseas 2s as te 46,677 49,797 98,685 ++ 7 + 8 
United'States 4. a2) e0e ese 56,789 59,872 118,485 + 5 + 7 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


BUTTER STOCKS 
BELOW LAST YEAR 


Cold storage stocks of butter in the Nation at the end 
of March were down 2 percent from a year earlier. This was 
the first time since July 1974 that butter stocks were below 
the previous year. Of the 57 million pounds of butter in 
storage on March 31, the Government held nearly 26 million 
pounds. Government butter stocks were more than triple 
the total in cold storage March 31, 1974. 

The Nation’s cheese stocks in cold storage at the end 
of March were up | percent from a year ago. This was the 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 





































Change 
c March 31, March 31, March 31, 

Commodity 1973 1974 1975 from last 
year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 

Butter). er sees eee te wae te 117,183 58,126 56,935 - 2 
Cheese, American..... 244,955 363,792 383,117 + 5 
Cheese, Swiss .....5.. 8,713 15,891 11,527 — 27 
Cheese, all other... =. . 48,770 59,172 48,899 —- 17 
Cheese, total scsi cpu ate 302,438 438,855 443,543 + 1 

WISCONSIN 

Butter, Vs aherseelsnn eet lced 7242 2,397 4,125 “the et pA 

Cheese, American ..... 160,571 201,889 200,251 = 1 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

IBUtte Late (ee dease eee sae ta 102,623 7,637 25,766 su PAR | 

Cheese, American..... 73 544 2,769 + 409 








*Included in above totals. 










Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 















Change 
Commodity es ahs from 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk ....... 4,112 7,768 7,357 —- §5 
Dried'skim milks. 2.4... =. 37,724 $3,202 117,639 Trade k 


Dried buttermilk ....... 4,100 6,160 6,386 # 4 
Condensed milk and evapor- 
ated milk (case goods) 1/ . 55,159 57,502 61,768 + a 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


smallest increase for cheese stocks since November 1973. 
Although stocks of American cheese were 5 percent above 
last year, Swiss cheese supplies were down 27 percent and 
all other cheese stocks were 17 percent less than on March 
31, 1974. 


WHOLESALE CHEDDAR CHEESE 
PRICE HIGHER IN MARCH 


Wholesale prices of cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks 
averaged 77.38 cents a pound at Wisconsin primary markets 
during March, a gain of % cent from February. However, the 
cheddar price was almost 14 cents below March 1974. 

Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged nearly 
$1.02 a pound wholesale in March. This was the same as a 
month earlier but almost 8 cents under last year. 

The 92-score wholesale butter price of 69% cents a 
pound for March was about the same as in February but 
more than % cent below a year earlier. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 
















March 
1974 


March 
1975 1/ 


February 


Commodity 1975 


















Butter, 92-score, New York, pound . . 69.81¢ 69.27¢ 69.25¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/... 91.25¢ 76.88¢ 717.38¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

blackspounds2/ sean a ee 109.50¢ 101.75¢ 101.75¢ 


Evaporated milk, North Central States, 
case, 48-14% oz. cams, range ..... 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 
Tes; POUNG LAT. meta cetinns wee temee eke 


$11.30-11.87$11.90-12.49 $——— 


61.52¢ 59.24¢ 60.58¢ 
1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 





LIVESTOCK CASH RECEIPTS 
DOWN SHARPLY IN 1974 


Lower prices in 1974 caused a sharp drop in cash re- 
ceipts from farm marketings of livestock. Cash receipts from 
the sale of cattle, calves, hogs, and sheep and lambs totaled 
$424 million in 1974, a decline of 22 percent from 1973. 


LIVESTOCK CASH RECEIPTS 
550 Wisconsin 1964-74 


Mil. Dollars 
450 


350 


250 
1964 I969 I974 
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Cattle prices averaged $27.70 a hundredweight for 
1974, down $6.60 from the previous year. Calves, at $38.50 
a hundredweight in 1974 were well below the record price 
of $58.90 received in 1973. Hogs averaged $32.70 a hundred- 
weight during 1974, a decline of $4.80 from a year earlier. 
Sheep returned an average of $8.25 a hundredweight for 
last year, down $1.75 from 1973. Lambs went against the 
trend of lower livestock prices by averaging $34.80 a hundred- 


weight in 1974 an increase of $3.40 from the previous year. 

On the pound basis, marketings of cattle and calves in 
1974 were 9 percent below 1973 and cash receipts declined 
30 percent. Total pounds of hogs marketed during 1974 were 
up 4 percent but cash receipts dropped 9 percent. Marketings 
of sheep and lambs in 1974 were 15 percent under a year 
earlier on the pound basis and cash receipts were down 5 
percent. 


CATTLE AND CALVES: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1965 - 74 







































































’ Price per 100 pounds Cash Value of Grane Cost of 
Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ Gana [ aoe receipts Be aaniiia ayyanniYe inshipments 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 

LOGS Peck enoieewici oes yours a 1,054,655 1,216,095 14.70 23.60 192,568 8,071 200,639 5,572 
MOK 6 IRA SUAS cucmoto- one 982,275 1,067,117 17.90 28.40 205,755 9,849 215,604 9,139 
OT fees Gucci: Senate Slewe 998,005 1,017,580 17.90 29.00 197,730 10,849 208,579 8,593 
T9684 oe dcnsre Wiles ee eae te 983,860 1,002,279 18.50 31.30 203,775 10,839 214,614 8,286 
|e trie deck GRO Deas eben 974,775 971,847 2AL0 34.50 224,109 14,231 238,340 11,638 
VOTO ss, ee ear ieee aette 1,037,190 942,058 22.00 38.10 230,039 18,161 248,200 14,256 
LOTT eens cis se seers 1,016,690 906,412 22.50 39.80 229,887 19,594 249,481 3/ 
LS 72a io ctiseiee ant tne en ers 1,004,450 961,994 26.70 47.30 287,765 21,500 309,265 3/ 
LOTS Lie, sooo nae ees aopiee 936,170 905,644 34.30 58.90 343,707 19,612 363,319 3/ 
LOT Aa teh cltsis saboms rece: enieats 1,024,840 821,048 27.70 38.50 240,571 34,682 275,253 3/ 











1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 


HOGS: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1965 - 74 











Price per 


Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ 









100 pounds 
























Cash age Gross Cost of 
receipts consumption income inshipments 















1,000 pounds Dollars 





NEES 6c nebrs' ao Woman & 642,695 658,070 18.90 
19.66 epee fer atenet antes ones 682,540 623,196 23.20 
VEX Sows aha Boo a5o.6 678,734 661,846 18.80 
EE i ie EN oud Sle Geet es 720,904 706,649 18.30 
UI i los. one gd Bis a 165 657,487 656,894 21.90 
AU peal a8 conte B Sb Sachi 716,766 678,538 22.50 
A: OUTMS opm iain t sh serensegat ys 726,983 732,262 17.80 
PME PD a cad d Batre 614,036 631,887 24.90 
lO Styrene tke ws terre eae 558,813 $29,527 37.50 
D7 Ae cusemsiehisnGtstrsis creas $52,665 553,280 32270 












1,000 dollars 


124,375 3,353 127,728 47 
144,581 3,790 148,371 101 
124,427 2,978 127,405 97 
129,317 3,352 132,669 30 
143,860 3,548 147,408 84 
152,671 3,544 156,215 96 
130,343 2,703 133,046 3/ 
157,340 4,202 161,542 3/ 
198,573 7,518 206,091 3/ 
180,923 8,829 189,752 3/ 





1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 


SHEEP AND LAMBS: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1965 - 74 













Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ 


Sheep 


Price per 100 pounds 



















Value of 
home 
consumption 







Cash 
receipts 


Cost of 
inshipments 


Gross 
income 














1,000 pounds 





Dollars 


1,000 dollars 





V9.65 Vets ceneriehs ete roma 12,036 13,713 5.20 
WO GOP die weyers! siicAsin tees 11,346 12,647 5.60 
IE oc) loco es Saolouony 11,857 12,804 5.30 
TESS. 6. oho, ool bce ela oa G 12,140 13,763 5.30 
IBEXSSIS 6 Gataser tidy a th aad 10,257 13,272 6.70 
UA Soto ons ole 9,796 12,211 6.20 
OWN puto MAdhokace ne Dae 8,577 10,067 5.60 
ROW WP roe quiceeti cen cece ca 8,312 10,799 6.10 
OHS iy av oed Moa Gon a cies 7,656 9,556 10.00 
LOFT Ait curtain mal ote cto! tome etre 6,935 8,112 8.25 








1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 


NATION’S CATTLE ON FEED 
WELL BELOW YEAR AGO 





21.20 2,684 44 2,729 236 
22.00 2,591 60 2,651 367 
20.90 2,471 51 2,522 181 
23.30 2,798 60 2,858 291 
26.50 2,994 37 3,031 287 
25.10 2,657 35 2,692 265 
24.80 2,231 35 2,266 3/ 
27.40 2,591 38 2,629 3/ 
31.40 2,607 44 2,651 3/ 
34.80 2,487 49 2,536 3/ 


3/Discontinued. 


Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter markets in the 
23 major feeding states totaled 8,452,000 head on April 1, 
down 31 percent from a year earlier. Cattle on feed num- 
bers in the Nation have been below the previous year since 
October 1973. The number on feed April 1 was the lowest 
for that date since 1963. 

Placements of cattle and calves on feed in the 23 states 


during the first quarter of 1975 were down 19 percent from 
the comparable quarter last year. Marketings of fed cattle in 
the past quarter were 9 percent under the January - March 
period in 1974. Expected marketings for April through 
June may be 25 percent below that quarter a year ago. 

Wisconsin cattle feeders had 125,000 cattle and calves 
on feed April 1, up 6 percent from the previous year. Wis- 
consin was the only state showing an increase in the number 
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of cattle on feed. lowa had the most cattle on feed April 1 
but was 33 percent under a year earlier. The number on feed 
in Texas was 49 percent below April 1, 1974. 


Cattle and Calves on Feed by Quarters 
April 1, 1974, January 1, and April 1, 1975 1/ 
















Change 
State eee 1, from fai 
15 

year 

1,000 head Percent 
PATUZONAcc. « sue acl 558 319 329 — 41 
California >... 2... 962 688 479 —50) 
Colorado ...... 864 755 667 — 23 
Idahios wis (oa. eens 172 185 158 — 8 
TIENOIS! pees 500 500 500 n. Cc. 
indiana! s.eeeweaer. 245 250 230 —- 6 
Lowa, “sa.l. openers 1,740 1,200 1,160 — 33 
Kansas. 5-x).cteeeos 1,080 920 860 — 20 
Michigan’. 2). -a. - 230 200 180 — 22 
Minnesota ..... 430 380 325 — 24 
Missourt %. 20) - 220 200 i PA) = 20 
Montana. <5 «0... = 114 719 62 — 46 
Nebraska 2 7 = .0- 1,380 1,160 960 — 30 
New Mexico .... 235 135 125 — 47 
North Dakota ... 41 36 ou — 24 
ONO An. .seeo ieee 263 290 240 - 9 
Oklahoma ..... 289 232 207 — 28 
Oregon) == = 2 ass 60 65 55 — 8 
Pennsylvania... . 78 83 74 — § 
South Dakota ... 360 345 270 — 25 
Texas 6s, Saisie & 2,219 1,327 1,122 — 49 
Washington State 152 135 118 — 22 
Wisconsin ..... 118 135 125 +16 
23 States... 2... 12,310 9,619 8,452 — 31 





1/Cattle and calves on feed are animals being fattened for slaughter market on 
grain or other concentrates which are expected to produce a carcass that will 
grade good or better. 


WOOL PRODUCTION AND 
PRICES DOWN IN 1974 


Wool production in Wisconsin and the Nation declined 
during 1974 and prices also dropped sharply. The 1974 wool 
crop of 734,000 pounds in Wisconsin was 11 percent below 
1973 and the smallest crop ever produced in the State. Fleece 
weights averaged 7.9 pounds for 1974, only slightly less than 
1973 but the number of sheep shorn at 93,000 was down 10 
percent. Wool prices in Wisconsin averaged only 40 cents a 
pound during 1973 compared with 69 cents the previous 
year. With both production and prices lower, the value of 
the 1974 Wisconsin wool crop was 48 percent less than in 
1973: 

Nationally, wool production in 1974 was 10 percent 
below 1973. Fleece weights for 1974 were nearly comparable 
to the previous year but the number shorn was down and 
pulled wool production was also lower. The average price 
received by producers for shorn wool was about 59 cents a 
pound in 1974 compared with almost 83 cents in 1973. 


WOOL PRICES 
1964-74 


Wisconsin 


80 





Cents per Ib. 


I964 I969 1974 


Wool Production 














Major States Aaa of Weight per Wool production 
and sheep shorn fleece Change from 
United State 1973 | 1974 |1973[1974| 197° | 1974 |" ‘ast year 
1,000 head Pounds 1,000 pounds Percent 

Afizona . =. 473 471 7.4 dag 3,511 3,397 —- 3 
California. . 1,385 13377 8.4 7.8 11,585 10,779 tf) 
Colorado .. 1,440 y2iah 9 7.8 11,354 9,999 — 12 
Idaho .... 627 631 10.7 10.6 6,728 6,713 Recs 
Illinois ... 270 235 7.1 ieee 1,923 1,683 — 12 
Indiana... 205 190 8.0 tea 1,640 1,466 -—11 
Iowa .... 624 516 7.5 735 4,694 3,882 =17 
Kansas ... 294 268 8.3 7.9 2,444 2,116 — 13 
Michigan . . 201 181 8.3 8.2 1,666 1,491 =—11 
Minnesota . 385 367 7.8 7.4 2,989 2,734 - 9 
Missouri . . 194 200 71.8 hid 1,521 1,507 = 
Montana .. 7174 704 9.9 10.1 7,663 7,143 = 
Nebraska . . 324 285 71.3 cs} 2,369 2,087 —12 
Nevada... 148 143 10.1 10.3 1,495 1,473 mass 
New Mexico 682 610 9.4 9.9 6,402 6,010 — 6 
N. Dakota . 301 284 9.3 9.3 2,799 2,648 — § 
Ohio Reaewene 560 523 8.0 8.1 4,499 4,212 = 6 
Oregon ... 567 515 7.4 7.5 4,206 3,846 — 9) 
Pennsylvania 132 120 ee 7.0 950 840 —12 
S. Dakota. . 1,070 917 9.1 9.2 9,695 8,448 —13 
SNEXAS ys cue 3,785 3,390 7.0 el 26,352 23,900 =— 9 
Witahgee ce 7174 728 10.0 10.0 7,760 7,255 — 7 
Virginia... 161 158 6.1 6.0 982 948 -— 3 
Washington . 126 115 9.2 9.1 1,161 1,048 — 10 
West Virginia 136 125 5.8 5.8 789 725 — 8 
Wisconsin. . 103 93 8.0 Whee 822 734 —11 
Wyoming.. 1,475 1,375 9.8 9.7 14,497 13,385 — 8 
United States] 17,598 16,142 8.3 8.2 145,239 132,931 — 8 





BEEF PRODUCTION HIGHER 
BUT PORK OUTPUT DOWN 


Production of beef in Wisconsin’s commercial slaughter- 
ing plants during February was up 10 percent from a year 
earlier but output of pork declined 8 percent. Total red meat 
production for February was about 3 percent more than in 
February 1974. 

There were 106,000 cattle slaughtered in Wisconsin 
during February, an increase of 11,500 from a year ago. 
Average liveweight of cattle killed in February was 1,115 
pounds, 27 pounds lighter than last year. 

February’s hog slaughter of 246,000 was 10,000 fewer 
than the previous year. Hogs butchered in February averaged 
236 pounds liveweight, down 11 pounds from February 1974. 

The 31,000 calves slaughtered in February were 9,400 
more than a year earlier. Average liveweight of calves at 131 
pounds for February was 24 pounds lighter than last year. 
Only 200 sheep and lambs were butchered in February, the 
same as a year ago. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 








Number Liveweight 


























Area February Change February 
from 
1974 | 1975 |tast year 1974 1975 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin. ..... 94.5 106.0 tee des 107.9 118.2 

United States 1/. . | 2,543.1 3,082.3 + 21 2,702.6 3,148.4 
Calves 

Wisconsin. ..... 21.6 31.0 + 44 3.3 4.1 

United States 1/.. 185.3 329.6 aS, 43.6 89.0 
Hogs 

Wisconsin. ..... 256.0 246.0 —- 4 63.2 58.1 

United States 1/. . | 5,960.9 5,891.7 — JI 1,448.0 1,389.1 
Sheep and lambs 

Wasconsinny aes! ts = oe =?) n.c. .020 .019 

United States 1/.. 628.8 586.5 —- 7 69.4 62.6 





1/Excludes Alaska. 
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Milk Cows, Production per Cow, and Total Milk Production, Wisconsin By Counties, 1972—74 
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County Number Milk Total Number Milk Total Number Milk Production 
of cows 2/ per cow production of cows 2/ per cow production of cows 2/ per cow Quantity 
Number Pounds 1,000 pounds Number Pounds 1,000 pounds Number Pounds 1,000 pounds 

Batron Dee aa oe) ak 47,900 10,300 493,370 47,800 9,900 473,220 48,400 10,000 484,000 10 
Bayfield Fj. tenes ete 6,100 9,900 60,390 5,900 9,700 57,230 5,900 9,700 57,230 60 
IBUINECi scr. alone niet ree 7,200 9,800 70,560 7,100 9,400 66,740 7,000 9,400 65,800 59 
Chippewalisaese: <0 smote 50,000 10,200 $10,000 49,900 10,000 499,000 50,200 10,000 502,000 8 
Douglas) 7... avs aus ieee 3,000 9,700 29,100 2,700 9,400 25,380 2,700 9,400 25,380 65 
Polktes* come ete 34,700 10,300 357,410 34,600 10,100 349,460 35,200 10,100 355,520 22 
Ruskce cca tene exer 19,400 9,300 180,420 19,300 9,000 173,700 19,200 9,000 172,800 43 
SaWwyen 2. cc ceeemeper uae 3,800 9,700 36,860 3,700 9,500 35,150 3,500 9,500 33,250 63 
Washburn! 2s. 3740 ie ste 6,000 9,700 58,200 5,900 9,600 56,640 5,800 9,600 55,680 61 

Northwest District .. 178,100 10,086 1,796,310 176,900 9,816 1,736,520 177,900 9,846 1,751,660 
Ashland wapywamens. «, cep 4,200 9,800 41,160 3,800 9,500 36,100 3,700 9,500 35,150 62 
Clarkes <i .0e aksaeia lew tosne 67,200 10,400 698,880 66,800 10,200 681,360 67,200 10,200 685,440 3 
POMS ie yer foRhecee Velreltict ts 900 9,600 8,640 800 9,300 7,440 700 9,300 6,510 68 
Lincoln: << tikiseos se shee 11,900 9,800 116,620 11,500 9,400 108,100 11,700 9,400 109,980 $2 
Marathon? sicreickee mre 85,900 10,400 893,360 84,200 10,200 858,840 85,500 10,200 872,100 1 
Oneiday .3.).aenctare a ated 800 9,200 7,360 500 9,000 4,500 400 9,000 3,600 70 
Prices ac. 0 See Whee + ae 10,400 9,200 95,680 9,700 8,900 86,330 9,500 8,900 84,550 57 
Taylors cine tercee tvaere 30,000 10,200 306,000 29,700 9,900 294,030 29,600 9,900 293,040 29 
Vilas 2-5 eee so es 200 9,000 1,800 100 8,700 870 100 8,600 860 a 

North Central District 211,500 10,258 2,169,500 207,100 10,032 2,077,570 208,400 10,035 2,091,230 
Florence s\.a cit: sewers 1,200 10,100 12,120 1,000 9,900 9,900 1,000 9,900 9,900 67 
Forest.> .7 ictsnses ous tens 1,900 9,200 17,480 1,700 9,000 15,300 1,800 8,900 16,020 66 
Langlade ia .cyescee <0s ae 13,100 9,900 129,690 12,600 9,800 123,480 12,700 9,800 124,460 49 
Marinette: otann eee 13,800 9,700 133,860 13,400 9,500 127,300 13,200 9,500 125,400 48 
Menominee eens) as 
Oconto. is oeiore so son, tee 29,600 10,000 296,000 29,400 9,700 285,180 29,400 9,700 285,180 30 
Shawano! 3//\ pwns ete 46,000 10,700 492,200 45,800 10,500 480,900 46,400 10,500 487,200 9 

Northeast District... 105,600 10,240 1,081,350 103,900 10,029 1,042,060 104,500 10,030 1,048,160 
Buffalo eo fsa oe & ae 27,200 10,100 274,720 27,300 9,800 267,540 28,200 9,800 276,360 31 
Dunn ecm ee eee shee ce 40,700 10,200 415,140 40,700 10,000 407,000 40,800 10,000 408,000 15 
Bau Claire aes rr. ae = 22,400 9,900 221,760 22,400 9,600 215,040 22,200 9,600 213,120 40 
Jacksoi 9. wn. spree 18,800 9,800 184,240 18,600 9,700 180,420 18,700 9,700 181,390 41 
a. Crosses. ssctertateneten 21,400 10,200 218,280 21,400 10,000 214,000 21,500 10,000 215,000 39 
Monroe ies disua ie asce) aut 37,000 9,800 362,600 36,900 9,500 350,550 37,300 9,600 358,080 21 
Pepin ier es Ais aie si vs 9,900 10,100 99,990 9,900 9,900 98,010 9,900 9,900 98,010 53 
PICLCOMT A Aes -qchatcerese 26,000 10,500 273,000 26,100 10,400 271,440 26,300 10,400 273,520 32 
SE CLOING conte ems Sth ahs 35,000 10,700 374,500 34,900 10,400 362,960 35,400 10,400 368,160 18 
Trempealeau........ 35,000 10,300 360,500 35,000 10,200 357,000 35,500 10,200 362,100 20 

West Central District . 273,400 10,186 2,784,730 273,200 9971 2,723,960 275,800 9,985 2,753,740 
FACET EEN tr 3c BO Ee DSe 3,500 10,000 35,000 3,500 9,900 34,650 3,300 9,900 32,670 64 
GreensLakewWer. cus s.c, ore 14,600 10,600 154,760 14,500 10,500 152,250 14,400 10,500 151,200 46 
JUNEAUEL Wet ge lence nee atinns 12,800 10,100 129,280 12,700 9,900 125,730 12,800 9,900 126,720 47 
Marquette. 2. aneyes o cue 7,000 9,900 69,300 6,900 9,700 66,930 7,000 9,700 67,900 58 
POPtage:. cea meee visas = 16,800 10,200 171,360 16,700 10,000 167,000 16,600 10,000 166,000 44 
Waupacagneysnaiesetcmmen. 32,700 10,300 336,810 32,600 9,900 322,740 32,600 9,900 322,740 25 
Waushata 20. aisle evita 12,000 10,400 124,800 11,900 10,100 120,190 11,900 10,200 121,380 50 
Wood ive re. Sulelen er Stns 25,000 10,100 252,500 24,900 9,700 241,530 25,300 9,700 245,410 37 

Central District .... 124,400 10,240 1,273,810 123,700 9,952 1,231,020 123,900 9,960 1,234,020 
LORE as Sure e Bod Go a Olu 38,900 11,000 427,900 38,600 10,500 405,300 38,700 10,500 406,350 16 
Calumet saru-t..eiebsy sais 31,000 11,200 347,200 30,700 10,800 331,560 30,000 10,800 324,000 24 
WOOD sts veer ion tal het ists: 161 oe 16,300 10,800 176,040 16,200 10,200 165,240 15,300 10,200 156,060 45 
Pond du Lae 7s aac ee 49,800 11,300 562,740 49,700 10,800 $36,760 49,800 10,800 $37,840 5 
Kewaunee ai. vss os see 30,400 10,500 319,200 30,000 10,100 303,000 30,100 10,100 304,010 27 
Manito wocie..) cicners 44,600 11,100 495,060 44,200 10,700 472,940 44,300 10,700 474,010 12 
Outagamie: fh sees cyehsy en 45,600 11,100 $06,160 45,500 10,600 482,300 45,300 10,600 480,180 11 
Sheboygan). <j. eas o = 33,000 10,900 359,700 32,600 10,500 342,300 31,800 10,600 337,080 23 
Winnebago vereucle sie 24,500 11,300 276,850 24,100 10,800 260,280 23,700 10,800 255,960 34 

East Central District . 314,100 11,050 3,470,850 311,600 10,589 3,299,680 309,000 10,600 3,275,490 
Crawford s.fava Sees 3 eee 19,700 9,600 189,120 19,300 9,400 181,420 18,500 9,400 173,900 42 
Grant oot eet lamer agence 55,200 10,200 563,040 $5,000 9,700 $33,500 $5,000 9,700 $33,500 6 
NOW Gils bcetente eho aiietistey Fe 38,200 10,200 389,640 37,300 9,800 365,540 37,300 9,800 365,540 19 
Lafayette! nue.iinsecimnsticus 42,400 10,300 436,720 41,400 9,900 409,860 41,400 9,900 409,860 14 
Richland: -nateewe ve atee ste 28,300 10,000 283,000 27,500 9,700 266,750 27,300 9,700 264,810 33 
ETO) GaSlRoia uc! te ahaheas. che 38,100 10,600 403,860 37,700 10,300 388,310 37,700 10,300 388,310 17 
VERNON). seviotss oh cient sie 45,900 9,500 436,050 44,800 9,300 416,640 44,100 9,300 410,130 13 

Southwest District .. 267,800 10,087 2,701,430 263,000 9,742 2,562,020 261,300 9,744 2,546,050 
Columbisgey-useease er ele 23,600 11,200 264,320 23,400 10,900 255,060 23,400 10,900 255,060 35% 
Danes ums) nhs, sua tanee 68,300 11,200 764,960 67,500 10,900 735,750 66,000 10,900 719,400 2 
DOdge vanes, he oie rareted's cots 62,400 11,200 698,880 62,000 10,800 669,600 61,600 10,800 665,280 4 
Greene SS yee aoe tac 48,400 11,000 $32,400 48,100 10,700 514,670 47,900 10,700 $12,530 7 
Jefferson's. nea 30,700 11,000 337,700 30,200 10,800 326,160 29,200 10,900 318,280 26 
Rock: 42.2) tirusmememener sue ts 30,300 10,900 330,270 30,000 10,600 318,000 28,000 10,600 296,800 28 

South Central District 263,700 11,106 2,928,530 261,200 10,793 2,819,240 256,100 10,806 2,767,350 
Kenosha. assoneecrctess > 9,500 11,200 106,400 9,000 10,700 96,300 8,200 10,700 87,740 58 
Milwaukee: patie ecsne nie 400 10,200 4,080 400 10,000 4,000 400 10,000 4,000 69 
Ozaukee. sebare ses 10,500 10,500 110,250 10,400 10,100 105,040 9,700 10,100 97,970 54 
RACINE janes pomee erie 8,000 11,300 90,400 7,900 10,900 86,110 8,000 10,900 87,200 $6 
Walworths s2oo i Meets 25,700 11,400 292,980 25,200 10,900 274,680 23,400 10,900 255,060 35% 
Washington> eisusters aici 23,500 11,000 258,500 23,000 10,700 246,100 22,900 10,700 245,030 38 
Watikesha* iit cr oneitameh at 14,800 10,600 156,880 13,500 10,200 137,700 11,500 10,200 117,300 S1 

Southeast District .. 92,400 11,033 1,019,490 89,400 10,626 949,930 84,100 10,634 894,300 

SPATE yee ant 1,831,000 10,500 19,226,000 1,810,000 10,189 18,442,000 1,801,000 10,195 18,362,000 











1/Preliminary. 2/Average number of milk cows on farms during year, excluding heifers not yet fresh. 3/Includes Menominee. *Tied with 1 or more counties. 
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FARM PRODUCT PRICES 
GAIN SLIGHTLY IN MARCH 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all farm prod- 
ucts sold during the month ending in mid-March were up 
slightly from mid-February. Higher prices for most livestock, 
milk, eggs, and alfalfa hay offset declines for calves, poultry, 
and crops. The index of prices received averaged 480 percent 
of the 1910-14 base as of March 15, a gain of 1 point from 
the previous month but well below a year ago when the index 
averaged 564 percent. 

Milk cows averaged $435.00 each in March, up $15.00 
from February and the first increase in a year. Last year milk 
cows averaged a record high of $650.00 each. Calves, at 
$29.30 a hundredweight for mid-March, were down 70 cents 
from the previous month and $24.00 under last year. 

Steers and heifers averaged $30.50 a hundredweight as 
of March 15, a gain of 40 cents from February but nearly 
$8.00 below a year earlier. Slaughter cow prices increased 
for the third consecutive month. At $18.90 a hundredweight 
for March, slaughter cows were up 60 cents from February 
but well below the average of $32.00 a hundredweight in 
March 1974. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 








March 15, March 15, 





Commodity 1973 1975 
Dollars 

Milk cows. ...... .. 540.00 650.00 420.00 435.00 
Steers and heifers . 42.50 38.40 30.10 30.50 
COWS "le Geo ous eo 33.00 32.00 18.30 18.90 
Calves’ <.sieeh> eens 58.00 §3.30 30.00 29.30 
Hogs: 0 shure 37.50 34.20 37.90 37.90 
Sheep\isis, seuss 8.80 11.00 5.80 6.30 
Lambs &esre ns 34.00 34.50 35.00 35.50 
Chickens 1/ .120 145 .130 .110 
Turkeysihac cis: on .280 .350 .370 .360 
OgS Stree ret cas nome 460 Aig .444 -469 
COLT ores: <o. a ece es ee FATES 2.87 2.68 
Wheat’? oii is eaetieue 1.96 4.89 eee) 3.42 
Oats. ah ccteatcve « 85 1.45 1.50 1.38 
Soybeans cose. ee 6.00 5.74 5.58 Sal's 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 34.50 35.00 38.50 40.50 





1/Excludes broilers. 


The mid-March hog price of $37.90 a hundredweight 
was unchanged from the previous month but $3.70 higher 
than last year. Sheep prices increased 50 cents from February 
to March but at $6.30 a hundredweight were $4.70 under 
a year ago. Lambs also gained 50 cents from February to 
March and at $35.50 a hundredweight on March 15 were 
$1.00 higher than last year. 

Egg prices averaged almost 47 cents a dozen in mid- 
March. This was 2% cents above the previous month but 
more than 10 cents below March 1974. Turkeys declined 
1 cent from February to March but at 36 cents a pound live- 
weight were 1 cent greater than a year ago. 

Corn prices declined for the fifth straight month. As of 
mid-March, corn averaged $2.68 a bushel. This was 19 cents 
below February and 7 cents under last year. Corn prices had 
been above the previous year since August 1972. 

Wheat dropped 30 cents a bushel from February to 
March. At $3.42 a bushel on March 15, wheat was $1.47 
lower than in March 1974. Oats averaged $1.38 a bushel in 


March, down 12 cents from the previous month and 7 cents 
under a year earlier. 

Soybeans averaged $5.13 a bushel as of mid-March, a 
decline of 45 cents from February and 61 cents below last 
year. Prices received for baled alfalfa hay reached a record 
high of $40.50 a ton in mid-March, an increase of $2.00 
from a month earlier and $5.50 above March 1974. 


MEAT STOCKS 
DOWN SUBSTANTIALLY 


Stocks of meat in the Nation’s cold storage facilities 
at the end of March were 17 percent below a year ago. Beef 
stocks were down 19 percent and the pork supplies in cold 
storage were 13 percent under March 31, 1974. 

There were 385 million pounds of beef in cold storage 
at the end of March, a decline of 7 million pounds from a 
month earlier and more than 92 million pounds under last 
year. 

Pork stocks in cold storage on March 31 amounted to 
302 million pounds. Although this was a gain of 1 million 
pounds from the previous month, pork stocks were almost 
45 million pounds lower than on March 31, 1974. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 
from 








Commodity 





last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
PPOZEN rae etal cise slUei rele ae 348,162 463,592 382,429 375,935 —19 
In cure and cured, .... 11,161 13,486 9,280 8,823 — 35 
Potalies cis. ces: las. 10 359,323 477,078 391,709 384,758 —19 
Pork: 
FroZzéni getters sere teens as 222,322 327,526 286,473 287,822 — 12 
IN ;COOLET Fe vr steno) et os 17,288 19,100 14,514 13,979 — 27 
aL Otatee veut <wait. cos. < 239,610 346,626 300,987 301,801 — 13 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Veal Strozens cities ss te) 11,723 14,100 13,639 12,556 — 11 
Lamb and mutton, frozen 10,920 13,749 10,862 8,855 — 36 
Canned meats in cooler: 
PIATHSIS 7-0 Wel cas usa tiie) < 49,515 717,460 67,356 67,023 —13 
Other>meatsis 5.) oes 65,446 94,802 80,793 80,352 —15 
Motalsall ‘meats tans acs she 687,022 946,355 797,990 788,322 —17 





BEEF MARKET HIGHER 


Prices for fed steers, utility cows, and feeder steers 
increased from February through March. Good grade fed 
steers weighing between 900-1100 pounds averaged about 
$32.00 a hundredweight at the St. Paul market in March. 
This was an increase of 66 cents from February but well 
below the March 1974 average of $40.23 a hundredweight. 
Utility cows at St. Paul averaged $21.22 a hundredweight 
during March, up $1.39 from the previous month but $12.84 
lower than a year ago. 

Good grade feeder steers weighing between 600-700 
pounds averaged $24.34 a hundredweight at the Kansas City 
market during March, about $1.00 more than in February 
but considerably under the March 1974 average of $41.78 
a hundredweight. 
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HOG PRICES STABLE 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market aver- 
aged $39.24 a hundredweight during March, the same as in 
February. A year ago the average price of barrows and gilts 
was $34.75 a hundredweight. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
Monthly Averages 1973,74 ,75 
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